A CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF /Cj
gea/z qul Croldsmith

A LIFE OF GRACE, STRENGTH & LOVE
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AUGUST 21, 1927 ~ AUGUST 4, 2026

BELOVED MOTHER » GRANDMOTHER * GREAT-GRANDMOTHER
MENTOR ¢ FRIEND » COMMUNITY LEADER
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ean “Gig” Goldsmith peacefully departed this earthly life on August 4, 2026,
leaving behind a remarkable legacy of grace, dignity, strength, service, and
unwavering love. Just seventeen days shy of her ninety-ninth birthday, Jean

had lived through nearly a century of extraordinary change, meeting cach '
season of life with determination, intelligence, clegance, and an abiding
devotion to family.
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Born Lilkie Jean Hallums on August 21, 1927, in Greenville, South Carolina, Jean was

the da of Caroline Leland Hallums and James Arthur Hallums. She entered the

world gside her twin brother, Billy Dean Hallums, who died in inf: in 1927,
was the last of twelve children in a large Southern family that included ie Lou,

: Villiam L., Betty Hallums-Davis, Mildred, Clarence, Velma “Pie” Hallums-Reid, James,

) Arthur Jr, Emma Ola Hallums-Griffin, Alma Lois Hallums-Melton, and her twin

Billy De
M G

From an carly age, Jean possessed a combination of independence, poise, curiosity, and
determination that would chamacterize the woman she became. South Carolina gave her
roots, but her ambitions carried her north. As a young woman she made her way to New
" York City, where she would build a family, pursue higher education, establish a
distinguished carcer, and spend decades serving the Hardem community she came o

call home. e

Jean's life with Calvin Boggs began through family and friendship. As the story was

passed down through the family, Jean and Calvin first came together on a double date

with Calvin's sister Louise Boggs and her husband Floyd. What began that evening '
developed into marriage and family. Calvin was remembered as a devoted husband and

father whose world centered on Jean and their daughters, Patricia Boggs-Artope and

Amtoinette Johnson,
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Music ran deeply through the Boggs family, Calvin and members of his family

performed together as The Victory Gospel Singers, a talented gospel group that
recorded several LPs. The musical tradition remained an important thread through
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succeeding generations. S
After Calvin's Jean later married Samuel Douglas Goldsmith, with whom she
continued nnot:m& of her life. She first established herself in Harlem's Lincoln

Houses and, around 1969, moved to Esplanade Gardens, which became the center of
much of her family, civic, social, and community life.
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Jean believed strongly in education and demonstrated that belief through her own '
achievements. She eamed both her Bachelor's and Master's degrees from the College of
New Rochelle, graduating with honors. She was also the recipient of the Johnston
Award for After-Hours Swudy, receiving Top Honors. Education was not merely an
mmpluhnmutolnrnuua\ed'ha great investments and a means of openi
doonthudmmunamdomumklno(llmwunlodt Her academic discipline
reflected the same persistence d\alch_—r::cicriud nearly every aspoct of her life.

Professionally, Jean devoted np;mnM thirty years 1o Chemical Bank, later Chase
Manhattan Bank, ultimately retiring as a F'mncwl M - She built her
carcer during an era when race and able barriers, yet
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he end of Jean's working life or her service—it simph
opened another chapter. For more than twenty years, she served a8 a New
York State Bar Examimation Proctor through the New York State Board of Law
Examiners and New York University Schoal of Law, bringing the same discipline
and sense of responsibility 1o that role that she had brought 10 banking,

Her 3 lod far beyond the workplace. Jean Githfully served ber
Harlem community through the Tioga Carver Democratic Club, where she was
sctive from 1974 through 2019, and through the Hardern Democratic Club. She
served as a Judicial Delegme and County Commitiee member in the 71st Assembly
District and worked for mamy years with the New York Caty Beand of Electionn,
inchuding as an Election Inspector and Election Coonfinater 2t Esplanade Gardons.
Along the way, she worked with and supported notable public servanes induding
Charies B. Herman “Denny™ Fasrell, Incz Dickens, Billl Porking, Keith
L. T. Wright, and Brian Benjamin.

Though petite in stature at 4°97, Jean's presence was unmistakable, She wos a woman
of syle, s, and comviction—known for her cegant drews, poised manner,
signature sway, and ability to make others feel seen, respected, and wekcomed. She
lived by the principle: “Whatever you do, do it with class.™
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pmklﬂthen. sisters, nicces, mephews, comsins, friends, neghbun. IMEMCIATS,
and singers pased through her doon 0 share food, comvenation, television,
music, lughter, and even the occasional family disagreement that somehow
became past of the joy. Gigi was an exceptional cook, and there was always
plenty of food—meals that became part of the family’s most treasured memorios.
She was wise, loving, direct, disciplined, sweet, strong, and wonderfully
no-nonsense, and her home reflected all of it

janlpum(pnde'uhuﬁnﬂy She was

abopuw by her
their love remained central to her spirit. She leaves to cherish her memory ber
grandchildren West Artope, Cali West, January Johnson, and Wendy; great-
grandchildren Jordan Artope, Chanse Artope, Clara Rivera, Sincere, Serenity,
Juelz, Josiah, Charlie, and Mary-Ann; nicces Betty Renee Hallums-
M“&dmlqb(nﬁnhmwwwm
and Sarah Logunleko; and a host of relatives, friends, neighbors, colleagues, and
example.

by both of her

Her story does not end bere.
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“Whatever you db,
do it with class.

Be true to your principles,
respect the right of others
10 be true to theirs,
and never let your
differerices keep you
Jfrom treating people
with dignity and respect.”

Jean “Gigi” Goldsmath
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PRELUDE - MUSIC “Hallelujah” e,
3, e et e et Le’Andria Jobnson il
PROCESSIONAL - MUSIC “Better Benediction 2”
; 2 X s 4 . PJ Morton
INVOCATION Pastor Gooding
MUSICAL SELECTION Fabian Ralth
POEM “They Call Me JEAN” :
Written by West Barrington
= * Read by Ms. Jaquie Steph_?ft;s‘
PRAYER OF COMFORT Pastor Goodmg
MUSICAL SELECTION “The Way We Were” - Ms. Melonie Daniels
(:ladys Knight
OBITUARY Ms. Bette White
OPEN REFLECTIONS Led by Ms. Normajean Campbell
Family & Friends
EULOGY Pastor Goodmg
MUSICAL SELECTION “To God Be the Glory” Ms. Melonie Daniels
Andraé Crouch
RECESSIONAL - MUSIC “Better Benediction 17
PJ] Morton
A life remembered with grace,
e strength &7 love. c
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[ From South Carolina to Harlem, from family life 1o higher education, from banking to public service, Jean S
% - . .
~ moved through every chapter with determination, intelligence, discipline and class. Her life was not defined by a
1
1 At T, sungle accomplishment, but by the way she continued to grow, serve, and show up ? =
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FAMILY & JOY Rt

Ic The Woman We Called Gigi N

N

Gigi's greatest joy was her family. Her home was a place where generations gathered,
where food, stories, laughter, music and everyday life became memories. She made the
people around her feel welcomed, seen and loved.

Her legacy was how deeply she loved — and was loved
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e SERVICE & COMMUNITY 20

Jean's commitment extended far beyond the workplace. She served Harlem
through the Tioga Carver Democratic Club, the Harlem Democratic Club,
and the New York City Board of Elections, where she worked as both an
Election Inspector and Election Coordinator. Her public-service years
placed her alongside elected officials, neighborhood leaders, colleagues,
and generations of residents. Her faith and compassion also found expression
through Convent Avenue Baptist Church and volunteer service with the
Gutman Breast Center of New York. Gigi's service was not performative;
it was steady, practical, and rooted in the belief that people deserved dignity.
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She did not merely attend community life— oy ¥
she helped sustain it. Nt
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I was raised in a place
Called the Southern Lira,
To a Momma of esteem
And 2 Poppa never finer.

I shared a womb

Y With another one;
l“‘y The love that we kenew
V. Was secomd to nome.

My name was Lillic,
But they called me Jean.
Momma saw something
The world bad not seen,

A spark in my spirit,
A A strength in my stride—
3 Sceneshing already
D Awake deep inside.

AN 2

Then | boarded a train

Leaving all that was familiar
Andmﬁnbchhl.

. :";:‘zwm. New York cer ey mind,

POEM
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by West Barrington
g
Some may have wondered
If Jean bad gene insane,
But destiny had called me,
And | answered its name.

The kst of twelve,
But afraid of none,

Deep in her heart,
Right from the start,
Moaomma koew what fife would roweal:
There was strengsh in my soul,
There was fiec ia my beare,

And the blood of 2 Quoen at the whed.

1 became wife.

I became mnaother.
1 worked and | bearned
To serve like mo other.

1 loved with conviction,
Swod firn when | mast,
And kearned that a life

I made worthy through trust.,
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The family of Jean “Gigi” Goldsmith gratefully acknowledges your
prayers, love, presence, and every expression of kindness shown during
dmnmdhmmeawonhnhwdlmfonandmg(h.

and it will never be forgotten,

And now | sit with you wday,

After nearly a century
I've known joy and sorrow,
Loss and gain,
Sunshine long enough !
To outlast the rain. *’.l
Yy
.“'
So listen closely ‘1&
To what | mean: V'A
Cherish the blessings, *i;
Hold fast to your dreams. ‘
\

From the one known as Lillie— *

K el
L koved you all— \g_'
My kings, my queens— -

But they called me JEAN.

The Goldsmith, Boggs & Artope Families
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¥ Benta's Funeral Home, Inc.
) 630 Saint Nicholas Avenue S) P
F S New York, NY 10030 3,
. (212) 281-8850 )




